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DETAILED ACTION 
Non-Final Rejection 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of group I, claims 1-14 in the reply filed on 
07/18/2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the claims of 
groups l-VI can easily be searched. Applicants arguments on pages 2-5 of the reply 
filed 7/18, 2006 have been fully considered by not found persuasive because examining 
three different compositions consisting of "slightly different components" and their 
respective methods within one application is undue burden on the examiner irrespective 
of how slight the differences in components and modes of operation. The search 
required for Group I encompasses a composition consisting of water, sodium formate, 
sodium tripolyphosphate, sodium xylene sulfonate, protease and amylase, which search 
cannot be the same as the search required for Group II drawn to a composition 
comprising a solvent, enzyme stabilizer, buffer, carbonates, sulfides, hydrotropic 
nonionic surfactant and compounds to remove protein and carboliydrate materials and 
also cannot tlie same as the search required for Group V drawn to a composition 
comprising water, sodium formate, sodium tripolyphosphate, sodium xylene sulfonate, 
protease, amylase, and a nonionic surfactant. The three compositions are unrelated 
and have different components modes of operation, functions and effects and thus 
examination of the various methods and components within one application is undue 
burden on the examiner. 

2. The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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3. Claims 1 5-81 are witlidrawn from furtlier consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b). as being drawn to a nonelected invention, tliere being no allowable generic or 
linldng claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filedon July 17,2006. 

4. Claims 1-14 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 recites 
"...consists the..." and should recite "consists of the" for proper grammatical sentence 
constmction purposes. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1 . 8. 10, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12. second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites an enzymatic cleanser for cleaning of medical equipment and 
instruments which have bio-residue thereon, said cleanser comprising a composition 
which consists the following components, water, sodium formate, sodium 
tripolyphosphate, sodium xylene sulfonate, protease enzyme, and amylase enzyme. 
Examiner does not know if the Applicants are claiming a composition consisting of 
water, sodium formate, sodium tripolyphosphate. sodium xylene sulfonate, protease 
enzyme, and amylase enzyme OR a composition comprising water, sodium fomnate, 
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sodium tripolyphosphate, sodium xylene sulfonate, protease enzyme, and amylase 
enzyme. 

Claims 8, 10, 12 and 14 recite the limitation "also comprising..." or "and 
including..." in claim 1. This is indefinite since the claim 1 recites the closed language a 
composition which consists of the following components, water, sodium fomnate, sodium 
tripolyphosphate, sodium xylene sulfonate, protease enzyme, and amylase enzyme. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
fonm the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
states. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Detemiining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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1 1 . Claims 1-9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Potgieter et al. (H 1 ,81 8). 

Potgieter et al. illustrate enzymatic heavy duty laundry detergent compositions in 
example 2 and example 1 1 comprising 0.35 or 0.4 % wt. protease and/or amylase 
enzyme and further provide motivation to modify the amount of enzyme in col.5,ln.10- 
15, specifically where they teach that typical detergent or cleaning compositions can 
have from about 0.0001% to about 5% of detersive enzyme selected from the group 
consisting of proteases, amylases, lipases, cellulases, pullulanases, keratinases, and 
mixtures thereof. 

Potgieter et al. illustrate in example 2 that the enzymatic heavy duty laundry 
detergent composition comprises 1 .2% wt. sodium fomiate stabilizer. 0.2% wt calcium 
chloride, 0.3% wt. fragrance and 53.88% wt. water. 

Potgieter et al. illustrate in example 2 that the enzymatic heavy duty laundry 
detergent composition comprises 3% wt. sodium xylene sulphonate surfactant and 
further provide motivation to modify the amount of surfactant from about 1% to about 
30% of a detersive surfactant in general. See col.3,ln.19 and col.5,ln.g. 

Potgieter et al. illustrate in example 1 1 that the enzymatic heavy duty laundry 
detergent composition comprises 15% wt. sodium tripolyphosphate builder and further 
provide motivation to modify the amount of builder from about 0.1% to about 80% of a 
builder in general. See col.5,ln.10-1 1 . 

Accordingly the teachings of Potgieter et al. anticipate the material limitations of 
the instant claims. 
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Alternatively, even if the broad teachings of Potgieter et al. are not sufficient to 
anticipate the material limitations of the instant claims, it would have been nonetheless 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to amve at an enzymatic cleanser for cleaning 
of medical equipment and instruments which have bio-residue thereon comprising a 
composition which consists of the claimed components in the claimed percentage 
because Potgieter et al. teach a detergent composition comprising the claimed 
components and further provide motivation to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the amounts of the claimed components to achieve optimal cleaning efTiciency. 
12. Claims 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Potgieter et al. (H 1,818) as applied to claims 1-9 and 14 above, and further in view of 
Desai (US 5,451,342). 

Potgieter et al. are relied upon as set forth above. However, Potgieter et al. do 
not specifically teach a cleanser comprising 9-1 1 % wt. alkoxylated isopropanolamide 
wetting agent as recited by the instant claims 10-11. 

Desai teaches clear liquid detergent compositions comprising 1 to 20 % of a suds 
stabilizer selected from at least one mono- or di-ethanolamide or isopropanolamide of a 
C.sub.10 -C.sub.18 straight or branched chain saturated fatty acid. See col.1 ,ln.40-45. 
Desai teaches that the detergent composition comprising at least one sodium, 
potassium or ammonium salt of a straight or branched chain C.sub.10 -C.sub.18 
alkylethoxy (1-3E0) sulfate; at least one mono- or di-ethanolamide or isopropanolamide 
of a C.sub.10 -C.sub.18 straight or branched chain saturated fatty acid; and in the 
presence of 0.5 to 15% of viscosity lowering agents such as sodium xylene sulfonate in 
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order to maintain the required liquid fomi; said detergent composition possess a number 
of advantages in addition to being clear and waterwhite, they possess excellent 
detersive activity at in-use concentrations against a wide range of food and other 
contaminants. They are completely biodegradable, economical, and have excellent skin 
compatibility at the in-use concentrations. Furthermore, they produce desirable levels of 
stable foam. See col.2,ln.40-50. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to modify the teachings of Potgieter et al. with 9-11% wt. 
alkoxylated isopropanolamide wetting agent as recited by the instant claims 10-11. with 
a reasonable expectation of success and similar results, because Desai provide 
motivation to supplement liquid detergent compositions with 1 to 20 wt.% 
isopropanolamide to provide excellent detersive activity at in-use concentrations against 
a wide range of food and other contaminants. 

13. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Potgieter et al. (H 1 ,818) as applied to claims 1-9 and 14 above, and further in view of 
Cala et al. (US 6,239.089). 

Potgieter et al. are relied upon as set forth above. However, Potgieter et al. do 
not specifically teach a cleanser comprising 0.5 to 1 .5% wt. of a sodium alkane 
sulfonate/sodium capryl mixture as recited by the instant claims 12-13. 

Cala et al. teach the benefit of 3.0 to 25 wt.% sodium alkane sulfonate 
hydrotropes, preferably sodium capryl sulfonate (37.8% actives), in detergent 
compositions for their known biodegradable anionic surfactant properties with excellent 
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coupling properties. Specifically Cala et al. teach that the inclusion of the sodium capryl 
sulfonate enhances the wetting and emulsifying characteristics of the final solution and 
permits maximum penetration there of within articles that are difficult to clean. See 
coi.e.ln. 15-30. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to modify the teachings of Potgieter et al. with 0.5 to 1 .5% wt. of a 
sodium alkane sulfonate/sodium capryl mixture as recited by the instant claims 12-13, 
with a reasonable expectation of success and similar results, because Cala et al. 
provide motivation to supplement liquid detergent compositions with 3.0 to 25 wt.% 
sodium alkane sulfonate hydrotropes, preferably sodium capryl sulfonate (37.8% 
actives) to enhance the wetting and emulsifying characteristics of the final solution and 
permit maximum penetration there of within articles that are difficult to clean. See 
col.6,ln.15-30. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Preetl Kumar whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1320. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas Mc Ginty can be reached on 571-272-1029. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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